Modal verbs

Read the paragraph below. Then answer the questions that follow.

I borrowed a video game from a friend last week.  He told me I needn’t give it back right away.  I started playing it immediately, and I just couldn’t stop!  I’m still playing it now, although I really should be doing other things.  I can’t stop playing.  My friends tell me that I must stop and study for a chemistry exam.  I’m not so good at chemistry and I might fail the exam if I don’t study.  Would somebody please give me some advice?  I mustn’t fail my exam, or I will fail the course entirely, but I don’t know how to control myself!
1. Which of the words in bold express(es):

a. Possibility in the future

b. Lack of obligation

c. Prohibition

d. A request

e. Ability (or lack of)  2
f. Obligation

g. Advice

2. Which of the words can be replaced by:

a. Wasn’t able to

b. Ought to

c. May

d. Has to

e. Isn’t able to

f. Didn’t have to

g. Could

h. Be prohibited from ___-ing

Choose the correct words.

3. When I was a child I can/could touch my toes.

4. If Tracy knew, she would be devastated.  You don’t have to/mustn’t tell her.

5. The weather is lovely.  You needn’t/mustn’t bring a jacket.

6. If Tom is going to the party I might/couldn’t go too.

7. Although she had to wait for hours, Debra could/was able to get the autograph.

8. If you think you’re overweight, you should/may go on a diet and stop complaining.
Fill in the correct form of the modals from the list below. There may be more than one correct answer.

        Should       ought to       must       can       might       mustn’t       may       could

Cooking healthy, flavorful meals can be a fun and delicious experience.  First you 9)shoul____d start with fresh foods.  Older foods 10)can______ be used, but they don’t have the same flavor, or they 11)m_____ight be past the “use by” date and possibly dangerous.  When cooking meats, especially pork and chicken you 12)mus_____t cook them completely.  Vegetables13) may_____ be cooked until they have a texture you like, or they 14)may_____ be eaten raw.  While cooking, you 15)mustn_____’t leave the stove or oven unsupervised, as a fire 16)coul______ start, or food  burned.  Find a recipe that you want to try, and have fun.  With practice you can create some fantastic food!
Use  permit, allow, let and can once only to complete these sentences.  You may need to add other words.

17) My parents ______________ me to date when I turned sixteen.

18) My little brother ____________ me use his CD player for the weekend camping trip.

19) We were ______________ to explore the museum without a guide because the curator was my grandfather.

20) Visitors _______________ have two additional guests at no additional charge.

